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jobs as well. This offshoring must be
abated somehow so that the expansion
of jobs is also an expansion of jobs in
this country.

That is the only way this great econ-
omy of ours—the strongest on the face
of the Earth—is going to provide the
resources to sustain and provide that
which we need to do what the Presi-
dent talked about last evening. So I
just think it is very important for us
at this point to begin thinking seri-
ously about the larger questions of fis-
cal policy and confidence as well.

In conclusion, I am going to support
every single dollar requested that will
support the troops we have sent abroad
to fight for this country. However, that
does not mean I am going to support
every dollar the President requests for
the Pentagon. For example, I expect we
will soon have the opportunity to offer
some amendments to save money by
cancelling some new nuclear weapons
that the administration has proposed
in the budget.

Let me describe a couple of them.
These are things I will not support and
hope to cut funding for. We have some
people downtown in the administration
who believe nuclear weapons should be
treated like any other weapon and that
we should have a policy to use them in
certain circumstances. That is a very
dangerous way of thinking. We have
never used nuclear weapons, with the
exception of at the end of the Second
World War. Up to now, American policy
has been to have nuclear weapons in
order to prevent nuclear weapons from
ever being used. That is called the mu-
tually assured destruction concept,
which we have lived with for 40 to 50
years. Now we have people who see
them as any other weapon. They talk
about using them, and they are sug-
gesting we might need to use them
first.

Some would like to begin testing nu-
clear weapons again. We have not test-
ed nuclear weapons for over a decade.
The President’s budget requests re-
search and development money for the
development of new earth penetrator,
bunker buster nuclear weapons. The
President has requested money for
what are called low-yield nuclear weap-
ons. Apparently, they are designer nu-
clear weapons that can be used more
easily on the battlefield. I think this is
horribly dangerous for this country.
What kind of a signal do we send to
other countries that have or want to
acquire nuclear weapons? That nuclear
weapons can be usable if you just de-
sign them in a different way? That if
you want to find somebody holed up in
a cave, you should just build a designer
bunker buster nuclear weapon—not so
little really—that you can lob in to de-
stroy the cave.

This is terribly destructive to this
country’s public policy. I think it is
hard for me to find the adjectives to
describe how shortsighted and dan-
gerous I think this is. I intend to offer
an amendment—and I know some of
my colleagues will as well—to take
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some of that money out that would
produce these designer nuclear weap-
ons. We don’t need them. After all,
there are around 30,000 nuclear weap-
ons on the face of this earth. A couple
of years ago, there was a flurry of anx-
iety in the government when there was
a rumor that terrorists had stolen one
nuclear weapon. One stolen weapon
would cause a seizure, and there are
roughly 30,000 strategic and tactical
nuclear weapons on the face of the
Earth.

We don’t need to build more nuclear
weapons. And, as the leader in the
world, we ought to be striving to use
our prestige to prevent the spread of
nuclear weapons and to reduce the
number of nuclear weapons. The last
thing we ought to do is undermine non-
proliferation efforts by saying that we
need to build nuclear weapons to bust
bunkers and for other uses.

I think that is horribly dangerous
and destructive. That is one area where
we might save a little money and begin
ratcheting down this deficit that we
and the President have to come to
grips with.

Mr. President, I yield the floor and
suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. STEVENS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the Senate now proceed to a
period for routine morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2003

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise
today to speak about the need for hate
crimes legislation. On May 1, 2003, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduced the
Local Law Enforcement Enhancement
Act, a bill that would add new cat-
egories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred in Denver, CO. On
November 6, 2001, a 35-year-old Middle
Eastern man was attacked by two men
while on an evening walk. One of the
men attacked the victim with a soda
can, knocking him to the ground. Once
on the ground, the second assailant
kicked the victim in the ribs and threw
soda cans at his head. The assailants
also yelled obscenities and racial slurs
at the victim ordering him to ‘“‘Go back
to his country.”

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
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hancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

———

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES

Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, I
today honor a true American hero from
Arkansas—SGT James Sides of the
U.S. Army. A native of Wynne, in east
Arkansas, James recently returned
from Iraq, where he was seriously
wounded in action four months ago.

On May 9, two Blackhawk ambulance
helicopters with the 571st Medical
Company were dispatched to rescue an
11-year old Iraqi child who had stepped
on a land mine. As one helicopter land-
ed to evacuate the boy, the other was
circling above when it snagged on a
power line while trying to avoid enemy
fire from below. James a crew member,
a flight medic, on the latter helicopter,
which crashed into the Tigris River.

Of the 4-member crew, 3 were Killed.
James was pulled from the wreckage
after having been submerged in the
water for an estimated five to seven
minutes. He was unconscious and near
death, with a broken bone in his upper
arm and nerve damage. But thanks to
swift emergency care from his fellow
soldiers he was Kkept alive until he
could be evacuated to a hospital.
James was in a coma for a month after-
ward. He was hospitalized in Kuwait,
Germany, and Washington, and spent
time in a rehabilitation facility in
Tampa.

In July, SGT James Sides returned
home to a richly deserved hero’s wel-
come in Wynne. We’re all glad to have
him back home, but not more than his
loving family: His parents, Carter and
Leslie Sides; his wife, Rebecca Sides
and his two sons, James Jr. and Devin.

Upon his homecoming, James was
interviewed by his local newspaper. He
credited his survival to his faith and
that of his family and friends. In his
words: “If it wasn’t for prayers and the
good Lord watching over me, I
wouldn’t be here. God took care of me.
The prayers of everyone were answered
and I just appreciate all of the prayers.
There’s no doubt in my mind that
prayers get answered.” He also noted
that he’s not a hero: “If I'm a hero,
where would that put the guys who are
still over there? We can’t forget them.
They are the ones we should be think-
ing about.” Well, James Sides may be
too modest to call himself a hero, but
the rest of us recognize him as just
that—a man of tremendous courage,
commitment, and patriotism whose
service to his country has been exem-
plary.

I ask that all my colleagues in the
Senate join me in thanking SGT Sides
for his service and for his sacrifice,
which we can never sufficiently recog-
nize or repay. We wish him a swift and
full recovery. We wish all the best to
him and his family.
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